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The Biopharmaceutical Industry’s Sustained Commitment to Inspiring and Advancing Tomorrow's STEM Workforce
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Biopharmaceutical Industry-Supported STEM Education Programs in North Carolina

The Biogen Foundation supports STEM education throughout North Carolina using a variety of approaches,
including:

¢ The Biogen Community Lab, which encourages high school students to get an inside view of the industry
by learning about the drug development process, exploring laboratory techniques, and engaging with
Biogen employees from a wide range of departments through week-long sessions. Although all students
are eligible to apply, preference is given to those students living in urban neighborhoods, coming from low-
income households, or part of groups that are historically underrepresented in STEM careers.

e Science On-The-Go Toolkits, all-inclusive kits that employees can borrow when visiting a classroom, special
group or event to help engage students in science and the work of Biogen. The materials and activities are
designed so that any employee can use these toolkits, including non-scientists.

¢ The SPARK Video Contest, an annual program available to middle and high school students that
encourages students to create fun and creative educational videos on the role of biotechnology in their
lives. Winning schools each received $10,000 to help support STEM education efforts at their schools and
each student from winning teams receives a GoPro.

* The Biogen Foundation U.S. Grant Program, which funds activities across North Carolina to support STEM,
including teacher professional development, student engagement programs, and others.

» Bridging the Gap, is an annual conference organized by the North Carolina Association for Biomedical
Research whose goal is to strengthen K-16 STEM education throughout North Carolina by bringing together
educators, business leaders, government officials and others who play a role in STEM education to share
ideas and resources.

The GlaxoSmithKline Science in the Summer program provides high-quality STEM experiences to students
who would otherwise lack access, especially during summer breaks when school is out of session. In North
Carolina, the program is offered through the UNC Morehead Planetarium and Science Center in Chapel Hill,
which is also a national partner in the program.

UCB supports STEM education in North Carolina through its scholarship programs and support for educator
professional development:

SummerSTEM, an eight-day professional development program to improve educator’s understanding of
the knowledge and skills that are necessary to succeed in STEM careers, engages 100 teachers from Wake
County public schools with hands-on experiences designed to bring real-world lessons to the classroom.
In addition to providing financial support, UCB also offers office space and employees to help with the
immersion experience for teachers.

e UCB provides support for multiple programs that offer undergraduate and graduate scholarships and
fellowship funds in STEM fields, including at the UNC School of Pharmacy, among others.

Industry-Supported STEM Education Programs Nationwide

With an emphasis on student engagement, teacher development, and dynamic learning opportunities, PARMA
members Amgen, AstraZeneca, Bayer, Genentech, and Johnson & Johnson also support 10 STEM education
programs nationwide. Read more about these programs here.
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